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PLUS TAX 


2K DEAD IN U.S.; CASES 
TOP 660K WORLDWIDE 


E CDC issues domestic travel advisory for New York, Conn., N.J. E Confirmed coronavirus cases in San Diego County rise to 488 


E Virus infections — and deaths — mount in hard-hit Italy, Spain 


BUSINESSES 
FORCED 
INTO MASS 
LAYOFFS BY 
PANDEMIC 


BY LORI WEISBERG 
& MIKE FREEMAN 


Keith Jones watched nerv- 
ously this month as one group 
after another canceled their San 
Diego conventions, businesses 
began ordering employees to 
work remotely, and all restau- 
rants were closed to dine-in 
service. That couldn’t be good 
for his business, Ace Parking, 
which operates 1,000 lots and ga- 
rages across the country, about 
40 percent of them in San Diego 
County. 

He was right. 

By the time he made what he 
said was the gut-wrenching de- 
cision more than a week ago to 
lay off 80 percent of his 5,000 em- 
ployees nationwide, his revenue 
had fallen off 95 percent. He had 
to move quickly, he said, to stem 
the financial bleeding of a more 
than $8 million-a-month payroll 
or face the demise of a company 
started 70 years ago by his 

SEE LAYOFFS « A8 


DISTRICTS 
READINESS 
FOR DISTANCE 
LEARNING 
VARIES WILDLY 


BY KRISTEN TAKETA 
& DEBORAH SULLIVAN 
BRENNAN 


On March 17, the state educa- 
tion department said all public 
schools “should immediately be- 
gin developing a plan for dis- 
tance learning.” 

Almost two weeks later, 
many San Diego County school 
districts said they're getting 
ready to officially make the 
switch to online learning in com- 
ing weeks. 

But several say they are still 
trying to figure out the details, 
such as whether online work will 
count toward students’ grades 
or howto make sure education is 
provided equitably to all stu- 
dents. 

More than 6 million Califor- 
nia students are out ofschool be- 
cause schools closed two weeks 
ago to accommodate social dis- 

SEE SCHOOLS « A7 
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K.C. ALFRED U-T 


Nurse Andrew Schmit (right) walks through the temporary emergency room in front of Sharp 
Grossmont Hospital on Thursday. The tents were put up to treat anyone with viral symptoms. 


LOCAL HOSPITALS GIRD 


FOR COVID-19 


Special intake tents put 
up at some to separate 
viral symptom cases 

BY PAUL SISSON 


Preparations for the coming 
COVID-19 onslaught have gotten 
so serious in San Diego County 
that one hospital has given up its 
ambulance bay to aid the fight. 

A black temporary floor now 
fills the wide space where para- 
medics once backed up their rigs 
side-by-side to deliver patients to 
Sharp Memorial Hospital in 
Kearny Mesa. 

Now enclosed with plastic 
sheeting, the space has become a 
temporary staging area, complete 
with an industrial-sized overhead 
HEPA filter, where patients with 
viral symptoms wait, masked and 
at least six feet away from each 
other, to get checked out. 

These are the kinds of changes 
that hospitals across the region 
are making to prepare as best 
they can for a threat that is now 
inundating facilities in New York. 

From Palomar Medical Center 
in Escondido to Paradise Valley 
Hospital in National City, they 
have worked these past few weeks 
to build separate paths for anyone 
with any symptoms ofviralillness, 
working to divert this stream of 
patients to separate intake areas 
and emergency treatment units 


PATIENTS 


NELVIN C. CEPEDA U-T 


At Sharp Memorial Hospital in Serra Mesa, nurses Donovan 
Decker (left) and Hannah Stevenson treat a patient diag- 
nosed with coronavirus in a special isolation room. 


as the number of positive patients 
increases with each passing day. 
Depending on who’s counting, 
there are between 7,000 and 8,000 
hospital beds across the region. 
The question is, will they be 
enough to handle what’s coming? 
Dr. Shawn Evans, an emer- 
gency medicine specialist at 
Scripps Memorial Hospital La 
Jolla, said he feels that local hos- 
pitals have done what they can to 
plan for the surge and trained 
their teams to work as effi- 


ciently as possible. 

But in the end, he noted, this 
isn’t in the hands of health care 
practitioners. This is going to go 
how people in the community de- 
cide it’s going to go. 

“I think we’ve got this down to 
as good as we can get it; we’re alla 
team,” Evans said. “But we all 
know that our only hope is social 
distancing, isolation and home 
quarantine. That’s our only 
hope.” 

SEE HOSPITALS e. A6 


BEBETO MATTHEWS AP 


Lindsay Garfield, finance director at SquareFoot, which helps 
companies find office space, works from home in New York. 


ARTS + CULTURE 


THE ARTS AMID COVID-19 


As events and openings are canceled, local artists 
and galleries face an uncertain future. E1 


THE NEW NORMAL 


WHAT’S IN POST-CORONAVIRUS 
FUTURE? SCHOLARS SHARE IDEAS 


BY JOHN WILKENS 


If there’s a light at the end of the coronavirus tunnel, it’s faint. 
Most of our eyes are still adjusting to the darkness. 

No one knows how long this will last, or what the final toll will be — 
in lives, in economic turmoil, in changes to the world as we knew it. 

When the pandemic finally passes, what will our new normal 


look like? 


San Diego scholars and futur- 
ists offered some ideas: 


Working from home 

For many years now, for a vari- 
ety of reasons, there’s been a 
move toward more people work- 
ing from home. 

“The pandemic is fast-for- 
warding how quickly that shift is 


happening,” said Elizabeth Ly- 
ons, an assistant professor of 
management in UC San Diego’s 
School of Global Policy and Strat- 
egy. 

Many organizations have been 
forced to make large investments 
in work-from-home equipment 
like laptop computers, and in the 

SEE FUTURE « A11 


E County extends health order closing schools, bars ‘indefinitely’ 


U-T NEWS SERVICES 


The United States reached a 
grim milestone Saturday, doubling 
the number of coronavirus-related 
deaths over two days to more than 
2,000 people — including an infant 
who tested positive — as the rate of 
infected Americans surpassed ev- 
ery country in the world. 

New York remained the hardest 
hit, with more than 52,000 positive 
tests for the illness and more than 
700 deaths. About 7,300 people 
were in New York hospitals Sat- 
urday, including about 1,800 in in- 
tensive care. 

Worldwide infections sur- 
passed the 660,000 mark with more 
than 30,000 deaths as new cases 
also stacked up quickly in Europe, 
according to a tally by Johns Hop- 
kins University. The U.S. leads the 
world in reported cases with more 
than 124,000. Despite the rapid in- 
crease in deaths in the U.S., five 
countries exceed the American 
death toll: Italy, Spain, China, Iran 
and France. Italy alone now has 
more than 10,000 deaths, the most 
of any country. 

Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker said 
Saturday that an infant with 
COVID-19 died in Chicago and the 
cause of death is under investiga- 
tion. Officials didn’t release other 
information, including whether 
the child had other health issues. 

“If you haven’t been paying at- 
tention, maybe this is your wake- 
up call,” said Illinois Department 
of Public Health Director Dr. Ngozi 
Ezike. 

New York remained the worst- 

SEE VIRUS « A9 


MORE COVERAGE INSIDE 

Ø A3- Mexico's president visits 
Tijuana, toughens stance on virus. 

BD A4 - State stockpile of masks, 
ventilators was dismantled years ago. 
BD As - California farmworkers 
worry about inadequate protection. 
BD AQ - Trump issues order to bring 
former troops back to duty. 


BD C1 - Construction industry is still 
booming in San Diego. 


488 COUNTY 
VIRUS CASES; 
ORDER ON 
CLOSURES 
EXTENDED 


7th resident dies; local 
food bank quickly serves 
1,000 at SDCCU Stadium 


BY ROB NIKOLEWSKI 
& WENDY FRY 


San Diego’s iconic parks and 
beaches were eerily quiet Sat- 
urday, and they will stay that way 
for possibly weeks to come. 

The county has “indefinitely” 
extended its public health order 
that closes bars, schools and 
restaurants to address a sharp rise 
in coronavirus cases, officials an- 
nounced Saturday. 

The order, issued March 17, was 
supposed to end March 31, but offi- 
cials said they fear a peak of illness 
and death could be weeks away. 

“None of us know exactly how 
long it will last, we don’t know ex- 
actly how many cases we will have 
or what day that we might hit the 
apex or flatten that curve,” said 
county Supervisor Nathan 
Fletcher, “but we know the early 
days — and we are still in the early 
days — are the most critical and 
the most important.” 

The death toll rose to seven 
county residents, officials said Sat- 
urday. The latest is an 80-year-old 
man who had underlying medical 
problems and died from complica- 

SEE COUNTY « A10 
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